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The Crescent in Light of the Cross

Norman L. Gelsler & Abdul Salee







Sura 66:i. © Prophet! Why do you
ban (feryeurself)ithat which Allah
hasimade!lawiulte you, seeking to
please your wives? And Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.




Sura 3:3, 7. It is He:sWho has sent down the Book
to you with truth, confirming what came before it.
And he sent dewn the Taurat (Torah) and the
Injeel (Gaspel). ... It is He Who has sent down to
you the Book:. In it areVerses that are entirely
clear; they: are the foundations of the Book, Al-
Fara'id (obligatory:duties) and Al-Hudud (legal
laws for the punishment of thieves, adulterers,
etc.)]; and others not entirely clear.

Sura 5:15. O.people of the Scripture! Now has
come to you Our Messenger explaining to you
much of that:which you used to hide from the
Scripture and passing over much. Indeed, there
has come to you from Allah a light and a plain
Book.




Sura 6:19. Say. (O:Muhammad. ): "What thing is
the most great intwitness?*Say: “Allah is Witness
between me and you;this Quran has been
revealed to me that | may.therewith warn you and
whomsoever: it may reach.”




Sura 33:40. Muhammad is not the father of any
man among, you, but he is the Messenger of Allah
and the last of the Prophets. And Allah is Ever All-

Aware of everything.




Jslam Claims the JRible
Peedicted the Coming of
YNuhammad in
Qeut. 18:15-18.

- Deut. 18:15-18 <

"The LORD your God\willfraiseltpitoryoutatRrophet like me from
your midst, from your bretheﬁ'. | ur;sha// hear;according to all
you desired. ofithel i@ RBYY. H@reb linkthelday. of the

assemb/y, saying! ”Let vo/ce of thelLORD my




2esponse

- Deut:. 18:15-18 <

“The LORD your God:williraiseiupiforgyoutarProphet like me from
your midst, from your, brethr'eh llfhear; according to all
you desired ofthelli@R DIy, linithelday of the
assembly, sayings ;mmxéﬂlﬁ@a?ﬂ@ _ ...of the LORD my

God, nor let me} 3 :




- Deut. 18:15-18 <=

"The LORD your God will raise upifor you a Prophet like me from
your midst, from your brethren- FHim you shall hear, according to all
you desired of the LORDIyour:God in Foreb.in the day of the

The term 'brethren’ must mean ‘fellow:Israelite’
thus cannot be 'i‘éfrrin.g to

t217:15 where ‘brethren”is

contrasted with 'forelgner

- Deut. 17:15 <
"You shall surelysseiarkingiover you whom
the LORBA©UL choesesione from
among yoUgblethiensyelkshallfset:as king
1@l 0 may not set a foreignerlovels




w Deut. 17:15 <

-

The term ‘brethren must mean ‘fellow,Israelitegand,
thus cannot bejreferringitolMuhammad:

Deut?1,7:15'where ‘brethren’ is
contrasted with ‘foreigner".

\This verse was fulfilled by Jesus

who was a fellow Israelite.
-w

> John 8:28 <=

TIhen Jesus seltd i ien, Wihen you it
up tihe Sen eif Men, then you wil kknew
et [ e [Rle, end et [ clo neiting el
Miysell: but s My [Fether taugiht Me, [
a Speek these things.””
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> John 1249 <=

IFer [ lewe et spelken emn Wy own
ewttheriyy; but the [Fetiher wiho sent Me
geve Me & comimena), wher [ shoulk! sey
ane whet [ should speelk.”

Jesus celllea himsaElh
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©> LUKk® 18:88 =

"Neveriheless [ must fourney ek,
end the ey iellowingy for [
ceanmnet e e & proplhet shoulk! perisi
ouisicle of Jeruselem.”

JESUS WeS fRcogniZee)
9y eUhErs © [9e &
ProRNEL:
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o> Ve, 21319 <=

mmuliivees "IThls fis
prephet or Celllee.”” &

Jesus iulifllec edrer
cliiteliialofbeing
alphopheRthat
WMuhemmee [Bckeek
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> Johm 121 <=
T e beglinming wes ihe Wer), end e
W wes witlh Gexa),
Werd wes Goeal."”

> Jolhm 2:19 <=
TIhiis eglinnling e Jesus el [
of Gelllee, end [Hlis
[Alis eisciples
lin (Flirm."
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S ACIS 2222 <&
Wien o lsrea,
off Nerzrreih, & Vien elitesiaad by God (o

you by miEcEs, wonelers, ene signs
winieh Gexd elie] ireuglh [Him fin yeur
_

J/slam Claims the JRible
Pcedicted the Coming of

YNuhammad in. Deut. 33:2.
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- Deut: 33:2 <

"And he said: ‘The:E@RBPIicamelfiomiSinai, and dawned
on them from, SeiriklefshonelforthiiomiMount Paran,
and He camelwithtenktholisandsioftsaints: from His
rightthane alfienydlavatogthems

[PErEn =

2esponse
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v Deut. 33:2 <

) RIS &) (S Y U
ISeirarelnear Eqyptiin the' Sinai peninsula, not
Palestine:where Jesus ministered nor Mecca
where Muhammad ministered.

V

v Deut. 33:2 <

iihelverse speaks of the Lord coming, not Muhammad.

V
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v Deut. 33:2 <

J/slam Claims the Jible
Pcedicted the Coming of
YNuhammad in
=/ohn 14:16
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- John 14:16 <

"And | will pray the.uFather anasFe will give you
iHelpersthatiile may abide
Wit y@@;

Regarding the John
14:16 passage,
Muslims argue that
in Sura 61:6,
Muhammad is
claimed to be a
"praised one."

19



Regarding the John
14:16 passage,
Muslims argue that
in Sura 61:6,
Muhammad is
claimed to be a
"oraised one."

Sura 61:6

And when 'lesa (Jesus),
son of Maryam(Mary), said:
‘O Children of Israel! | am
the Messenger of Allah unto
you confirming.the Taurat
(Torah) befere me, and
giving gladtidings,of a
Messengerito come after
me, whose name.shall be
Ahmed (much praised). But
when he (ire. Mthammad')
came to them with clear
proofs, they said: "This is
plain magic."

o John 14:16 <
"And | will prayitherathersanasiie will g/ve you
anotherkelper ’ é

20



= John 14:16 <

"And | will prayithelf=ather:

inaHe will give you

anotherHe?/peI; ~fhatma yaabide

"Some scholars believe that what
Jesus (peace be upon him) said.in
his own Aramaic tongue in these
verses represents more closely:
the Greek word "Periklytos“which
means the admirable or glorified
one. This word corresponds
exactly to the Arabic word
‘Muhammad" which also:means
the "admired one" or. “glorified
one." In other words, “Periklytos”
is "Muhammad" in Greek.

[from http://www.answering-christianity.com/prediction.htm, accessed
03/04/23]

Sura 61:6

And when 'lesa (Jesus),
son of Maryami(Mary), said:
‘O Children of Israel! | am
the Messenger of Allah unto
you confirming.the Taurat
(Torah) befere me, and
giving glaatidings,of a
Messengerito come after
me, whose name.shall be
Ahmed (much praised). But
when he (ire. Mdhammad.)
came to them with clear
proofs, they said: "This is
plain magic."

21



- John 14:16 <

"And | will pray; them

rrandi=He will give you

anotherkelperithaittielmayiabide
- Wi Yoy

Other Muslims claif
"far-famed" (fromith

"It is also quite possible that both
words were contained in the
original text but were dropped by a
copyist because of the ancient
custom of writing words closely.
packed, with no spaces in-
between them. In such a case'the
original reading would have been:
*and He will give you another
comforter(Parakletos), the
admirable one(Periklytos)"

[from http://www.answering-christianity.com/prediction.htm, accessed
03/04/23]

Sura 61:6

And when 'lesa (Jesus),
son of Maryami(Mary), said:
‘O Children of Israel! | am
the Messenger of Allah unto
you confirming.the Taurat
(Torah) befere me, and
giving glaatidings,of a
Messengerito come after
me, whose name.shall be
Ahmed (much praised). But
when he (ire. Mdhammad.)
came to them with clear
proofs, they said: "This is
plain magic."
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2esponse

w John 14:16 <«

§
-

(nepuehertoc) should occurin John 14:16linstead
of paracletos (mapaxintos),butitherelis no;
evidence: that bothiwerdsievedappeaginithektext

ihekierm (zepixAetzos) does not occur anywhere
inttherNTF nor in"any other early Christian literature.

w

There not only is no manuscript evidence: that pericleitos =

23



v John 14:16 <

icikthelh dlbe tintyout but Muhammad
_@_thavebeen ‘in""the disciples since they

lived 600 years before Muhammad.
->

J/slam Claims that
YNuhammad's Angelic
“Yisitations and “Y’isions

Confitm Ais Call

24



Muhammad was
visited by.an'angel
and had numerous

visions.

22esponse
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W SVihammadihimself.questioned.the

experencesSome feared that he had

beenivisitedibyia demon or even Satan.

sexSemelofiMuhammad:'s experience
seemeditorinvoelved contact with the
deadyanioccult practice:

s} Righttafterthersupposed ‘call”
Muhammadiwentthrough a period.of
silencerduringiwhich he fell into the
depthsiefidespair even contemplating
suicide?

R Accordingitersome: biegraphers,
Muhammadisetforth:some revelations
thatthellaterrecanted. (cf. Sura 53:19-
25)

sAOtherreligionsiclaim visitations from
angelsssliherspirtsimust be tested. (1
John4s)

w1 John4:1 <

"Belovedybelievelnotieveny spirit,
but try the¥spintsiwhethemtheyiare of

26
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Muhammad claimed. that the
languagerand.teaching of the
Quran were proof that his
messagewas from God.

Sura 10:37.
And this Quraniisinotistchias ‘fﬂ;::\ R, 0
could. ever bel producedl byl S EIEE Ro <
other than Allah; butlitlisial S SsamsEr  \ U
confirmation. of whichiwas A

before it [i.e. the  Torahr Gospell; ' 3;,"
and. a full explanationiefithe
Book wherein. therelisinoldoubt
from the Lord of therAlamin
(mankind, jinns; and:allithat
exists).

28



2esponse

s> The writing style ofithe T -
Qur‘an, thoughrbeautifulsis \;;,;.Jé‘“i"%'

: A3 sA
not prefect or unparallelc e s
’.I/.}.I

R
= The contents of thel QUrani S siSrs (it
. . T 2
are not especiallytunique: :

-
"%

s Such an argumentwoula.
‘prove that Shakespeare

or Homer wererinspired:

WS Ao
)
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While many Muslims
claim that the “miracle’
of the Qur'an is
Muhammad's only,
miracle, some: claim
that the Qur'an records
that Muhammad dia.
other miracles.

30



The Splitting of the
Moon: Sura 54:1-2

The Miracle of the
Miraj: Sura 17:1

The Splitting of
Muhammad's Breast
Sura: 94:1-2, 8

22esponse




JEols

and

Former professor of Islamic history al Al-Azhar Unirersir, Cairo, Egypt

“Whether Muhammad
performed healings and
miracles'is a
controversial topic
among Muslims.
Muslims accept that
Jesus performed
miracles (as supported
byithe Quran), but not
evernyone agrees on
whetherMuhammad
performed miracles.
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"This is because of
contradictions between
the Quran and the
hadith (the record of
Muhammad's teachings
and actions)."

[Mark A. Gabriel, Jesus and Muhammad: Profound
Differences and Surprising Similarities (Lake Mary,
FL: Charisma House Book Group, Front Line,
2004), 107, emphasis in original]

The Quran seems to deny the
occurrence of miracles
confirming Muhammad.




Sura 29:50-51

And they:say: “Why:are noet:signs sent down to him
from histLord? Say: “The signs are only with Allah,
and [Lam only: a plain warner.“ {51} Is it not sufficient
forthem that We have sent down to you the Book
(the Qur'an) which is recited to them? Verily, herein is
mercy and a reminder (or an admonition)
for a people who believe.

The Splitting of the Moon
Sura 54:1-2

"The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been
clefttasunder. {2} And.if'they see a sign, they turn
away, and say: ‘This'is continuous magic."' "




v Muhammad. isinottmentioned.in the passage.
s It is noticalled a miracle.

s Ifitwas a miracle by Muhammad, it would
contradict Sura 3:181-184 which denied such
nature miracles to Muhammad.

Sura 3:181-184

"To those that declare: ‘Allah has'commanded us to believe
no apostle:unless:he brings down. fire to consume an
offering,“say: @Other apostles before me have come to you
with veritable signs and warked the miracles you asked for.
Why:did you slay them; if what you say be true?’

If they reject you, know:that other apostles have been
rejected before you; although they worked miracles and
brought down psalms and the light-giving Scriptures."




v Muhammad. isinottmentioned.in the passage.
s It is noticalled a miracle.

s Ifitwas a miracle by Muhammad, it would
contradict Sura 3:181-184 which denied such
nature miracles to Muhammad.

s Some Muslim schelars say this is referring to the
resurrection of the last days, not a miracle in
Muhammad's day.

The Miracle of the Miraj
Sura 17:1

"Glorified be He ' Who tookiHis slave for a journey by
nightfrom Al-Masjid-al-FHaram to the farthest mosque
(in'Jerusalem), the neighborhood whereof We have
blessead, in order that\We might show him of Our
Ayat (proofs, evidences, lessons, signs, etc.). Verily,
He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer."
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s There is noireason to'take this journey as literal.

< Even some Muslim scholars do not take this
literally:

What is more, this event does not meet the
criteria that Muslim scholars set forth for an
act'to be a miracle, to wit:

*» is an act of God that cannoet:be done by any. creature;
s [S contrary/to'the customary.course of things in that class;
s [S aimed. at proving the authenticity of that prophet;

IS preceded by the announcement of a forthcoming
miracle;

s proceeds in the exact manner it was announced;




What is more, this event does not meet the
criteria that Muslim scholars set forth for an
act'to be a miracle, to wit:

s occurs onlythrough the hands of the prophet;
s in.no way.disavows Muhammad's prophetic claim;
s [S accompanied by a challenge to reduplicate it;

s and cannot be followed by a duplication by anyone
present.

[The Encyclopedia of Islam, s.v. "Mudjiza," as cited in Norman L. Geisler and Abdul Saleeb, Answering Islam: The Crescent in the Light of
the Cross (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993), 160]

The Splitting of Muhammad's Breast
Sura 94:1-3

"HaverWe not opened your breast for you? 2. And
removed. from you yourburden, 3. Which weighed
down:your back?"

38



s Most conservativerMuslim scholars take this as a
figure of speechidescribing Muhammad's anxiety
in his early.years at Mecca.
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