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"You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your 

heart, with all your 
soul, and with all 

your mind." 
Mt. 22:37
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Using our Minds: 
A Matter of 

Stewardship
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Don't Merely 
Choose a 
Worldview 
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The Glasses 
Illustration
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Glenn S. Sunshine

Glenn S. Sunshine

"What is a worldview? A 
worldview is the 

framework you use to 
interpret the world and 

your place in it. It is like a 
set of glasses that you 
look through to bring 

what is happening in the 
world into mental focus."

[Glenn S. Sunshine, Why You Think the Way You Do: The Story of 
Western Worldviews from Rome to Home (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2009j, 13]
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Glenn S. Sunshine

"What is a worldview? A 
worldview is the 

framework you use to 
interpret the world and 

your place in it. It is like a 
set of glasses that you 
look through to bring 

what is happening in the 
world into mental focus."

[Glenn S. Sunshine, Why You Think the Way You Do: The Story of 
Western Worldviews from Rome to Home (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2009j, 13]

William E. Brown

W. Gary Phillips
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William E. Brown

W. Gary Phillips

"A worldview has been compared to 
a pair of glasses through which we 

see the world. Without these 
glasses, the world would appear as 
an unfocused, meaningless blob. 

The glasses not only allow us to see, 
but to make sense of what we see. … 

A worldview is, first of all, an 
interpretation of the world and 

second, an application of this view to 
life."

[W. Gary Phillips and William E. Brown, Making Sense of Your World from a Biblical 
Viewpoint (Chicago: Moody, 1991), 26, 29]

Tracy F. Munsil

"A person’s worldview 
consists of the values, 

ideas or the fundamental 
belief system that 

determines his attitudes, 
beliefs and ultimately, 

actions."
[Tracy F. Munsil, Focus on the Family: http://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/christian-
worldview/whats-a-christian-worldview/whats-your-worldview, accessed 06/24/21]
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"In contrast to the modern 
ideal of the dispassionate 

observer, we affirm the 
postmodern discovery 

that no observer can stand 
outside the historical 

process. Nor can we gain 
universal, culturally 

neutral knowledge as 
unconditioned specialists. 
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Stanley J. Grenz
(1950-2005)

"On the contrary, we are 
participants in our 

historical and cultural 
context, and all our 

intellectual endeavors are 
unavoidably conditioned 

by that participation."
[Stanley J. Grenz, A Primer on Postmodernism (Grand Rapids: 
William B. Eerdmans, 1996), 166]

Dan McGee

"Postmodernism stresses the 
distinction between objectivity of 

facts, versus objectivity of 
knowledge or people. It accepts 
the possible existence of facts 

outside human context, but 
argues that all knowledge is 

mediated by an individual and 
that the experiences, biases, 
beliefs, and identity of that 

individual necessarily influence 
how they mediate any 

knowledge." 
[Dan McGee, "Truth and Postmodernism" downloaded from 
https://medium.com/@danmcgee/truth-and-postmodernism-
816ea9b3007a, 09/05/20]  

Dan McGee
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Robin DiAngelo

Robin DiAngelo

"We make sense of 
perceptions and 

experience through 
our particular cultural 

lens. This lens is 
neither universal nor 

objective, and 
without it, a person 

could not function in 
any human society.

[Robin DiAngelo, White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for 
White People to Talk about Racism (Boston: Beacon, 
2018), 9]
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PERSPECTIVISM
 Definition 

Everyone has their own perspective 
about the world. Nobody's 

perspective is any more or less 
legitimate than anyone else's. 

PERSPECTIVISM
 Problems 

How can one choose a world view 
without being affected by his own 

world view while making the choice? 
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PERSPECTIVISM
 Problems 

Don't we actually want something 
more from our world view than 

merely choosing our preferences? 



13

What does a 
true worldview 

look like?
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 the right view of truth and logic

 the right view knowledge

 the right view of reality

 the right view of Faith and Reason

 the right view of General Revelation

 the right view of Special Revelation

Truth and 
Logic
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"And you shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free"

Jesus of Nazareth, John 8:32

Distinguishing 
Theories of Truth 

and 
Tests for Truth
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how one defines the 
terms 'true' and 'truth' 

when saying that a 
statement is true

how one discovers 
whether a statement is 

true, regardless of 
one's theory of truth

Theory of Truth Test for Truth

The Correspondence 
Theory of Truth 
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Aristotle
384 BC - 322 BC

"To say of what is, 
that it is not, or of 

what is not, that it is, 
is false, while to say 
of what is, that it is 
and of what is not, 

that it is not, is true."
Metaphysics, IV, 7, 1011b26-29 Translation by W. D. Ross in Richard 
McKeon, The Basic Works of Aristotle (New York:  Random House, 
1941). 

Theories of Truth
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Power

Pragmatic

Functional

Coherence

Correspondence  

Correspondence  Truth is correspondence to reality.

This says that a statement is true in 
as much as it corresponds to reality.

Thus, the statement 'It is raining.' 

 would be a true statement if it is in 
fact raining in reality.

 would be a false statement if it is 
in fact not raining in reality. 
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Logic Applies 
to Reality

Tests for Truth
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Two things (at least) are 
common to all tests for truth. 
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Thomas Howe
Southern Evangelical Seminary

The 
Laws of 
Logic 
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Objections 
to 

Logic

What about 
Isaiah 55:8-9?
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wicked
his way{

My ways

unrighteous man
his thoughts{

My thoughts

LORD

Aren't we 
putting logic 
before God?
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 Response 

There is a difference between "the order of 
knowing" and "the order of being"
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There is a difference between "the order of 
knowing" and "the order of being"

The map is first in the order of knowing.

SES is first in the order of being. 

Aren't we 
putting OUR 
logic before 

God?
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 Response 

 It is not "our" logic. 

 Logic is an expression of the 
nature of God Himself.
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Isn't this limiting God? 
After all, can't God do 

the impossible? Is 
there anything God 

cannot do?

 Response 
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 God cannot violate His own 
nature.

 Logic is an expression of the 
nature of being itself.

 God is infinite being. 

Can't God 
break the laws 

He creates?
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 Response 

 Logic was not created by God.  

 Rather, it is an expression of 
God's nature. (like goodness) 
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Don't some 
doctrines involve 
contradictions, 
like the Trinity?

 Response 
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 There is nothing in the doctrine of 
the Trinity (or any other biblical 
doctrine) that is illogical.

 There is a difference between 
something being beyond reason 
and something being against 
reason. 

Isn't logic 
opposed to 

faith? 
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 Response 
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Knowledge

What are 
tests for 
truth?
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Not only is truth that 
which corresponds to 

reality, but we are 
able to know the truth 

about reality.

Classical
I call it 

the way it is
Classical
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Modernism
I call it the way 

I see it. 
Modernism

Postmodernism

It isn't anything 
until I call it.

Postmodernism
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In many instances, the test 
for truth will differ according 

to the kind of thing about 
which the statement is made. 

Reality

Theology

Philosophy

Biology

History
Music and Art

Others?

Physics
Mathematics

Philosophy
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Different aspects 
of reality require 

different methods 
of inquiry and 

tools of analysis. 

Questions of mathematics 
require methods of inquiry 

and tools of analysis 
appropriate to the  

mathematical aspects of 
reality. 
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Questions of natural science 
require methods of inquiry and 
tools of analysis appropriate to 
the physical aspects of reality. 

Questions of history require 
methods of inquiry and tools 
of analysis appropriate to the 
historical aspects of reality. 
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Facts and the Relationship 
of Science and Religion

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002

Alister McGrath Richard Dawkins

• Paleontologist, evolutionary 
biologist, and historian of 
science

• Taught at Harvard and New 
York University

• Famous for his theory of 
punctuated equilibrium

• Was very interested in the 
relationship between science 
and religion

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002
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"We may, I think, adopt 
this word and concept to 
express the central point 

of this essay and the 
principled resolution of 
supposed 'conflict' or 

'warfare' between science 
and religion.

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002

"No such conflict should 
exist because each 

subject has a legitimate 
magisterium, or domain 
of teaching authority—

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002
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"and these magisteria do 
not overlap (the principle 

that I would like to 
designate as NOMA, or 

'nonoverlapping 
magisteria')." 

[Stephen Jay Gould, "Nonoverlapping Magisteria," downloaded from 
http://www.stephenjaygould.org/library/gould_noma.html, assessed 
Jan. 8, 2018]

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002

"The net of science 
covers the empirical 

universe: what is it made 
of (fact) and why does it 
work this way (theory). 

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002
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"The net of religion 
extends over questions of 

moral meaning and 
value.

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002

"These two magisteria do 
not overlap, nor do they 
encompass all inquiry 

(consider, for starters, the 
magisterium of art andthe 

meaning of beauty).

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002
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"To cite the arch cliches, 
we get the age of rocks, 
and religion retains the 
rock of ages; we study 

how the heavens go, and 
they determine how to go 

to heaven." 
["Nonoverlapping"] 

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002

N
O
M

on
verlapping
agisteria

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002



44

NO MA
Science
(Facts and 
Theories)

Religion
(Moral Meaning 

and Values)

Stephen Jay Gould
1941-2002

Alister McGrath

• Andreas Idreos Professorship 
of Science and Religion at 
Oxford University

• Senior Research Fellow at 
Harris Manchester College, 
Oxford
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Alister McGrath

"There is, of course, a third option—that 
of 'partially overlapping magisteria' (a 

POMA, so to speak), 

Alister McGrath

"reflecting a realization that science and 
religion offer possibilities of cross-

fertilization on account of the 
interpenetration of their subjects and 

methods." 
[Alister McGrath and Joanna Collicutt McGrath, The Dawkins Delusion? Atheist 
Fundamentalism and the Denial of the Divine (Downers Grove, IL: 2007), 41
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P
O
M

artially
verlapping
agisteria

Alister McGrath

P O MA
Science
(Facts and 
Theories)

Religion
(Facts and 

Values)

Common factual claims 
of science and religion

e.g., information 
content in biological 
systems

Alister McGrath
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• Former Charles Simonyi 
Professor of Public 
Understanding of Science, 
Oxford University

• Author of The Selfish Gene; 
The Blind Watchmaker; The 
God Delusion, and more

• famous for his theory of 
memes

• outspoken atheist

Richard Dawkins
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"Unlike some of 
his theological 

colleagues, Bishop 
Montefiore is not 

afraid to state that 
the question of 
whether God 

exists is a definite 
question of fact." 

[The Blind Watchmaker, 37-38]
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"The presence or 
absence of a 

creative super-
intelligence is 

unequivocally a 
scientific question, 
even if it is not in 
practice—or not 
yet—a decided 

one." 
[The God Delusion, 58-59]

"Unlike some of 
his theological 

colleagues, Bishop 
Montefiore is not 

afraid to state that 
the question of 
whether God 

exists is a definite 
question of fact." 

[The Blind Watchmaker, 37-38]

"The presence or 
absence of a 

creative super-
intelligence is 

unequivocally a 
scientific question, 
even if it is not in 
practice—or not 
yet—a decided 

one." 
[The God Delusion, 58-59]
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C O M A
Science

(Facts and Values)

Richard Dawkins

How Do We 
Know?
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According to classical 
empiricism, all knowledge 

begins in experience and is 
completed in the intellect.

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament shows His 

handiwork.  Day unto day utters speech, 
and night unto night reveals knowledge.  
There is no speech nor language where 
their voice is not heard.  Their line has 

gone out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. 

Psalm 19:1   
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The heavens declare 
His righteousness, 
And all the peoples 

see His glory. 
Psalm 97:6   

For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being

understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead …

Rom. 1:20a  
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For when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, by nature do the 

things in the law, these, 
although not having the law, are 
a law to themselves, who show 

the work of the law written 
in their hearts ... 

Rom. 2:14-15a  

Nevertheless He did not leave Himself  
without witness, in that He did good, 
gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food 

and gladness." 
Acts 14:17
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 Exodus 19:16 
"Then it came to pass on 

the third day, in the 
morning, that there were 

thunderings and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud on the 

mountain; and the sound of 
the trumpet was very loud, 
so that all the people who 

were in the camp 
trembled." 

 Exodus 20:18 
"Now all the people 

witnessed the thunderings, 
the lightning flashes, the 
sound of the trumpet, and 

the mountain smoking; and 
when the people saw it, 
they trembled and stood 

afar off." 
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 Deut. 1:30-33 
"The LORD your God, who goes before you, He will fight 

for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes, and in the wilderness where you saw how the LORD 
your God carried you, as a man carries his son, in all the 

way that you went until you came to this place.' Yet, for all 
that, you did not believe the LORD your God, who went in 
the way before you to search out a place for you to pitch 
your tents, to show you the way you should go, in the fire 

by night and in the cloud by day.  

 Deut. 3:21 

"And I commanded 
Joshua at that time, 

saying, 'Your eyes have 
seen all that the LORD 
your God has done ...
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 Deut. 4:3 
"Your eyes have seen 

what the LORD did at Baal 
Peor ..." 

  Deut. 4:9 
"... and diligently keep 

yourself, lest you forget 
the things your eyes have 

seen ..."
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 Deut. 4:12 
"And the LORD spoke to 
you out of the midst of 
the fire. You heard the 

sound of the words, but 
saw no form; you only 

heard a voice."

  Deut. 4:36 
"Out of heaven He let you 

hear His voice, that He 
might instruct you; on 

earth He showed you His 
great fire, and you heard 

His words out of the 
midst of the fire."  
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 Deut. 5:24 
"And you said: 'Surely the 
LORD our God has shown

us His glory and His 
greatness, and we have 
heard His voice from the 
midst of the fire. We have 

seen this day that God 
speaks with man; yet he 

still lives.' "  

  Deut. 10:21 
"He is your praise, 

and He is your God, 
who has done for you 

these great and 
awesome things 

which your eyes have 
seen." 
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  Deut. 11:7 
"... but your eyes have 
seen every great act of 

the LORD which He 
did." 

Deut. 29:2-3

Now Moses called all Israel 
and said to them: "You have 
seen all that the LORD did 

before your eyes in the land 
of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to 

all his servants and to all his 
land—the great trials which 

your eyes have seen, the 
signs, and those great 

wonders." 
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 1 Sam. 7:10  
But the LORD thundered with 

a loud thunder ...

 1 Sam. 19:5 
... and the LORD brought 

about a great deliverance for 
all Israel. You saw it and 

rejoiced.
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 1 Sam. 24:10   
Look, this day your eyes have 
seen that the LORD delivered 

you today ... 

 2 Sam. 22:14 
"The LORD thundered from 
heaven, and the Most High 

uttered His voice. 
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 Psalm 18:13  
The LORD thundered from 
heaven, And the Most High 

uttered His voice ... 

Luke 1:1-4

Inasmuch as many have 
taken in hand to set in order 
a narrative of those things 
which have been fulfilled 
among us, just as those 
who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and 

ministers of the word 
delivered them to us ...  
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Acts 10:37-41
... that word you know, which was 

proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began 
from Galilee after the baptism which John 

preached: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power, who went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 

for God was with Him. And we are 
witnesses of all things which He did both in 

the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, 
whom they killed by hanging on a tree. Him 
God raised up on the third day, and showed 

Him openly, not to all the people, but to 
witnesses chosen before by God, even to 
us who ate and drank with Him after He 

arose from the dead. 

1John 1:1-3 

That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have 

handled, concerning the Word of life—
the life was manifested, and we have 

seen, and bear witness, and declare to 
you that eternal life which was with the 
Father and was manifested to us—that 

which we have seen and heard we 
declare to you, that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with 

His Son Jesus Christ.  
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Mary Magdalene 

(John 20:10-18)

Mary and other women 

(Matt. 28:1-10)

the two disciples on the way to 
Emmaus 

(Luke 24:13-35)

the ten disciples 

(Luke 24:36-49)

the eleven disciples 

(John 20:24-31)

To Be Sure …

 Our sensory faculties are not 
omniscient.

 Our sensory faculties are not infallible.

 Our sensory faculties are not 
unaffected by our Fall in Adam. 
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Reality

Faith and 
Reason 
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A Popular 
Misconception of 
Faith and Reason
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Faith
opinion
values
inner

private
emotional 
feelings

subjective
religion

true for me

Reason
truth
facts
outer
public

rational
thoughts
objective
science

true for all

The Classical 
View of 

Faith and Reason
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Reason

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 

demonstration.

Faith

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 
authority.

Consider 
Fermat's 

Last Theorem.

Pierre de Fermat
1601 - 1665
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Reason

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 

demonstration.

Faith

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 
authority.
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Reason

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 

demonstration.

Faith

Believing 
something on 
the basis of 

divine authority.

It can be demonstrated 
historically that Jesus Christ 

was crucified.

REASON

It had to be revealed to us 
what was different about His 

death from the other two 
men who died that day.

FAITH
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The truth that Jesus died for our sins had 
to be revealed to us by God. But notice 

that it is no less a FACT than the fact that 
he died. They are both facts. The 

difference is how we discover them.  

General and 
Special  

Revelation 



73

What Is 
Revelation?
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 Revelation  

God making known to mankind 
His divine person and divine 

truths that would otherwise be 
unknown; to unveil 

How Do Revelation 
and Inspiration 

Differ? 
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God transferring to mankind 
His divine Person and 

divine truths through human 
agency into written 

language form for mankind 
to understand

InspirationRevelation
God making known to 

mankind His divine 
Person and divine truths 

that would otherwise 
be unknown

Giving of the truth Recording of the truth

What Is General 
Revelation? 
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 General Revelation 

God making known to mankind 
through His creation His 

existence, attributes, 
and goodness

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament shows His 

handiwork.  Day unto day utters speech, 
and night unto night reveals knowledge.  
There is no speech nor language where 
their voice is not heard.  Their line has 

gone out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. 

Psalm 19:1   
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The heavens declare 
His righteousness, 
and all the peoples 

see His glory. 
Psalm 97:6   

For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes 

are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that 
are made, even His eternal 

power and Godhead … 
Rom. 1:20a  
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For when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, by nature do the 

things in the law, these, 
although not having the law, are 
a law to themselves, who show 

the work of the law written 
in their hearts ... 

Rom. 2:14-15a  

"Nevertheless He did not leave Himself  
without witness, in that He did good, 
gave us rain from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, filling our hearts with food 

and gladness." 
Acts 14:17
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What Is 
Special 

Revelation?

 Special Revelation 
God making known to mankind 

through His prophets, apostles, and 
His Son His nature and will that 
could not necessarily be known 

through General Revelation
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"... knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is 

of any private interpretation, 
for prophecy never came 

by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spoke as 
they were moved by 

the Holy Spirit." 
2 Peter 1:20-21  

τοῦτο πρῶτον γινώσκοντες, 
ὅτι πᾶσα προφητεία γραφῆς 
ἰδίας ἐπιλύσεως οὐ γίνεται· 
οὐ γὰρ θελήματι ἀνθρώπου 

ἠνέχθη ποτέ προφητεία, 
ἀλλὰ ὑπὸ Πνεύματος 

῾Αγίου φερόμενοι ἐλάλησαν  
ἅγιοι Θεοῦ ἄνθρωποι.

PETROU b 

"... knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is 

of any private interpretation, 
for prophecy never came 

by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spoke as 
they were moved by 

the Holy Spirit." 
2 Peter 1:20-21  
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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

qeovpneustoV (theopneustos) = God breathed

qeovV (theos) - God

pnevw, pneu:ma (pneo, pneuma) - I breathe, breath, spirit  

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

given by inspiration of God
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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

R
I
G
H
T
E
O
U
S
N
E
S
S

S
I
N

correction instruction in righteousness

Systematic TheologySystematic Theology
Biblical TheologyBiblical TheologyNatural TheologyNatural Theology

Book of ScriptureBook of ScriptureBook of NatureBook of Nature

 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 

be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 

be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 Romans 1:20a 
For since the creation of the world His invisible 

attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and 

Godhead, so that they are without excuse.

 Romans 1:20a 
For since the creation of the world His invisible 

attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and 

Godhead, so that they are without excuse.

God making known to mankind 
through His prophets, apostles, and 

His Son His nature and will that could 
not necessarily be known through 

General Revelation

God making known to mankind 
through His prophets, apostles, and 

His Son His nature and will that could 
not necessarily be known through 

General Revelation

God making known to mankind 
through His creation His existence, 

attributes, and goodness which 
enable us to distinguish in Scripture 

proper vs. figurative language of God

God making known to mankind 
through His creation His existence, 

attributes, and goodness which 
enable us to distinguish in Scripture 

proper vs. figurative language of God

Special RevelationSpecial RevelationGeneral RevelationGeneral Revelation
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Acceptance is necessary and 
sufficient for eternal life

Acceptance is necessary but not 
sufficient for eternal life

Sufficient to save if acceptedSufficient to condemn if rejected

Some accept, some rejectSome accept, some reject

Not all people have itAll people have it

Given FOR all peopleGiven TO all people

Reveals God's gospel and willReveals God's existence and attributes

Given through Prophets and Apostles
(read by their writings, a.k.a., the Scriptures)

Given through creation
(known through simple apprehension of the sensible world) 

Special Revelation General Revelation 


